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AMENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior listings of claims in the application: 

1. (currently amended): An electroDic data storage system comprising: 
a file device for storing at least electronic data; and 

a data processing unit which generates a first check code for detecting falsification of said 
electroaic data and a second check code for detecting falsification of a public key-based 
electronic signature using a secret encryption method and/or an encryption key when tlie 
electronic data is registeredL, stores said electronic data, said public key-based electronic 
signature, and said first and second check codes into said file device, 

respectively verifies the validity of said stored electronic data and said electronic 
signature using said first and second check codes attached to the stored electronic data and said 
electronic signature when said electronic data is output, and then accesses said electronic data 
at)d said electronic signature when said validity is confirmed, 

wherein said data processing unit generates said first check code trom said electronic data 
bv an encrypting method unique to said system, generates an electronic siKiiature for i^egistration 
bv encrypting a hashL value of said electronic data with a secret kev, and generates said second 
check [[codes]] code by a n encrypting method unique to said system firom said electronic 
signature for registration, and wherein said data processing unit verifies the validity of said stored 
electronic data and said electronic signature by creating a third check code from said electronic 
data bv said encrypting method unique to said system and a fourth check code from said 
electronic signature for reiiistratloji by said encopting method unique to said system, and 
c o m p aiin g compares said stored first check code with said third check code and said stored 
second check code with said fourth check code , and outputs said electronic data and said 
electronic sig nature when there is a match. 
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2. (currently amended): An electronic data storage system oompiising: 
a f51e device for storing at least electronic data; and 

a data processing unit which generates a check code for detecting falsification of a public 
key-based electronic signature using a secret encryption method and/or an encryption key when 
said electronic data is registered, stores said electronic data, said public key-based electronic 
signature and the falsification check code for said electronic signature into said file device, 
verifies the validity of said electronic signature using the check code attached to said electronic 
signature and verifies the validity of said electronic data using said electronic signature when said 
electronic data is output, and then accesses said electronic data and said electronic signature 
when said validity is confin^ied^ 

wherein said data processing unit generates an electronic signature for registTalion bv 
encrypting a hash value of saidjeleictrjQ.nic data with a secret key and generates said check code by 
a method unique to said system from said electronic signature for registration ^ and wbgrein said 
data processing unit verifies the validity of said stored electronic data by creating a second check 
code firom said electronic signature for registration by said method unique to said system, and 
comparing said stored check code with said second check code. 

3. (previously presented); Tlie electronic data storage system according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said data processing luiit outputs said electronic data, the public key-based electronic 
signature, and a second public key-based electronic signatiu-e created at access to the public key- 
based electronic signature after verifying the validity of said electronic data and said electronic 
signature. 

4. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said data processing unit outputs said electronic data, the public key-based electronic 
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signature and a second public key-based electronic signature created at access to the electronic 
data after verifying the validity of said electronic data and said electronic signature, 

5. (previously presented): The elecltonic data storage system according to Claim 2, 
wherein said data processing unit outputs said electronic data, the public key-based electronic 
sigjiature and a second public key-based electronic signature created at access to the public key- 
based electronic signature after veri fying the validity of said electronic data and said electronic 
signature. 

6. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 1, 
wherein said data processing unit stores a certificate of the public key with which said electronic 
signature was created, simultaneously along with said electronic signature into said fjje device> 
when said elect oJiic signature is created. 

7. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 6, 
wherein said data processing unit stores or outputs the expiration information of said public key 
certificate simultaneously. 

8. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 2, 
whereiu said data processing unit stores a certificate of the public key with which said electronic 
signatiwe is created, simultaneously along with said electronic signature into said file device, 
when said electix>nic signature is created. 

9. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 8, 
wherein said data processing unit stores or outputs the eTcpii^ion information of said public key 
certificate simultaneously. 
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10. (previously presented): The electronic data storage system according to Claim 1, 
wherein, said data processixifi unit creates a pair of said public key and said secret key according 
to a request for key creation, issues a request of issuing a public key cerOfJcate to a CA office, 
acquires a public key certificate, and stores said acquired public key certificate in said file device, 

1 1. (currently amended): An electronic data storage method comprising: 

a step of generating an electronic signature for registration bv enorvpting a hash value of 
electronic data with a seciet key; 

a step of generating a first check code for detecting faJsification of electronic data and a 
second check code for detecting falsification of a public key-based electronic signature using a 
secretienciyption method and/or an encryptionikey method, said second check code being 
generated jfrom said electronic signature for registration , when said electronic data is registered; 

a step of storing said electronic data, said public key-based electix)nic signature, and said 
first and second check codes into a file device; 

a step of respectively verifying the validity of said stored electronic data and said 
electronic signature using said first and second check codes attached to said stored electronic data 
and said electronic signature when said electronic data is output from said file device; and 

a step of accessing said electronic data and said electronic signature when said validity is 
confirmed, 

wherein said generatijig step comprises a step of generating said first and second check 
codes by a method unique to said system, and wherein said verifying step comprises: 

a step of creating a third check code from said electronic data and a fourth check code 
trom said electronic signature by said method unique to said system; and 

a step of comparing said stored first check code with said third check code and said stored 
second check code witli said fourth check code. 
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12. (previously presented): Hie electronic data storage method according to Claim 1 1, 
further comprising a step of outputting said electronic data, the public key-based electronic 
signature, and a second public key-based electronic signature created at access to the public key- 
based electronic signature after verifying the validity of said electronic data and said electronic 
signature. 

13. (currently amended): An electronic data storage method, comprising: 

a steu of generating an electronic signature for registration bv encrypting a hash value of 
electronic data with a secret kev: 

a step of generating a check code for detecting falsification of a public key-based 
electronic signature using a secret=encryption method and/or an enciyption^key method when 
said electronic data is registered; 

a step of storing said electronic data, said public key-based electronic signature, and said 
falsification check code for said electronic signature into a file device; and 

a step of verifying the validity of said electronic data using said electronic signature after 
veriifying the validity of said electronic signature using the check code attached to said electronic 
signature v^en said electronic data is output from said file device, and then accessing said 
electronic data and said electronic signature when said validity is confirmed, 

wherein said generating step comprises a step of generating said check code by a method 
unique to said system^ 

and wherein said verifying step comprises: 

a step of creating a second check code from said electronic signature by said method 
unique to said system; and 

a step of comparing said stored check code with said second check code. 

14. (canceled) 
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15. (previously presented): The electronic data storage method according to Claim 13, 
further comprising a step of outputting said electronic data, the public key-based electronic 
signature and a second key-based electronic signature created at access to the public key-based 
electronic signature after verifying the validity of said electronic data and said electronic 
signature. 

16. (previously presented): The electronic data storage metliod according to Claim 11, 
wherein said storage step comprises a step of storing a certificate of the public key with which 
said electronic signature was created^ simultaneously along with said electronic signature into 
said file device, when said electronic signature i$ created^ 

17. (previously presented): The electronic data storage method according to Claim 16, 
wherein said storage step comprises a step of storing a certificate of the public key with which 
said electronic signature was created, simultaneously along with said electronic signature^ when 
said electronic signature is created. 

1 8. (previously presented): The electronic data storage method according to Claim 1 1 , 
whereixi said storage or output step comprises a step of storing or outputting the expiration 
information of a public key certificate simultaneously. 

19. (previously presented): The electronic data storage method according to Claim 1 1 , 
fijrther comprising: 

a step of creating a pair of said public key and said secret key according to a request for 
the key creation; 

a step of issuing a request of issuing a public key certificate to a CA office; and 
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